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Cold Hearted:  A Tale of the Wicked Stepmother 
By Serena Valentino 
It's a familiar tale: A kind and beautiful young girl, reeling from loss. A doting father, frantic to bring a mother's love back into his daughter's life. 
And the selfish, cruel woman who insinuates herself into that family - a woman so unfeeling, so cold hearted, that when her new husband dies, 
she makes the girl a servant in her own home. But who is that evil stepmother, that icy lady of the house? How did she become so closed off 
that, in the face of a child's grief, she thought only to seek wealth and power for herself and her abhorrent daughters? Before that fateful ball, 
before the glass slipper and the prince, there was another story - a story of love and grief, of hope and of dreams dashed. It is the story of Lady 
Tremaine. Even the coldest of villains are sometimes wives and mothers, women who loved and lost and hoped for something grander for their 
lives . . . once upon a dream. 
 

 
Go the Distance A Twisted Tale 
By Jen Calonita 
What if Meg had to become a Greek god? After Hercules proves he's a true hero and regains his godship, all seems right in the world. That is, 
until Zeus tells Meg that she can't be with Hercules because she's, well, mortal. Luckily, Hera has a solution, offering Meg a chance to prove 
herself worthy of a spot on Mt. Olympus--as a god. All Meg has to do is complete a mysterious quest. The mission? Oh, just to rescue her ex's 
current wife from the Underworld. The ex-boyfriend she saved by selling her soul to Hades. The ex-boyfriend who immediately moved on to 
someone else while she was stuck in the Underworld. Can Meg put her past behind her and use her quick-wit to defeat monsters and gods 
alike, including the nefarious Hades? Will she finally figure out her place and contribution to the world? Or will her fear of commitment have 
her running away from an eternity of godhood with Herc? 
 

 
Daughter of the Deep 
By Rick Riordan 
Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-Pencroft Academy, a five-year high school that graduates the best marine scientists, naval warriors, 
navigators, and underwater explorers in the world. Ana's parents died while on a scientific expedition two years ago, and the only family she's 
got left is her older brother, Dev, also a student at HP. Ana's freshman year culminates with the class's weekend trial at sea, the details of which 
have been kept secret. She only hopes she has what it'll take to succeed. All her worries are blown out of the water when, on the bus ride to 
the ship, Ana and her schoolmates witness a terrible tragedy that will change the trajectory of their lives. But wait, there's more. The professor 
accompanying them informs Ana that their rival school, Land Institute, and Harding-Pencroft have been fighting a cold war for a hundred and 
fifty years. Now that cold war has been turned up to a full broil, and the freshman are in danger of becoming fish food. In a race against deadly 
enemies, Ana will make amazing friends and astounding discoveries about her heritage as she puts her leadership skills to the test for the first 
time. 
 
 
 
 
 


